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We are submitting this proposal for non-adoption of "Partial residential sprinkler systems
shall be permitied to be installed only in buildings not required to be equipped with a
residential fire sprinkler system” in Section P2904.1 General of the 2012 Edition of the
International Residential Code.

NFPA 13D and P2904 are life safety minimum standards that rely on the performance of
the system contemplated by applying the requirements of the document as a whole.
Within the standards there is no recipe for a partial system.

Fires in residential structures usually begin with the contents. The fire will heat up

adjoining materials in the room of fire origin and reach "flash over." Fire will then spread

through out the dwelling if left unchecked. Once the contents are heavily involved the

fire will attack the dwelling structure, which is where the concern comes in over _
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lightweight construction. The task of the sprinkler system is to prevent the fire from reaching the
flash over stage. There are statistics that tell us where fire originates in a dwelling by percentage.
Someone might suggest that they would only want to place a sprinkler in a kitchen or over a
firnace and no where else ignoring other fire origin potentials. As a former firefighter and chief I
can tell you any livable room in a dwelling can be the origin of fire. Partial sprinkler systems can
and will lead to a false sense of safety for the occupants. Only a properly designed and installed
sprinkler system throughout the dwellings, which is the intent of the design standards, will
provide safety for the occupants. ]




