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The Overview of The Workers’ 
Compensation Appeal Board

and 
The Appeal Process

Presentation by: 

• Alfonso Frioni, Jr., Esq., Chairman

• Robert A. Krebs, Esq., Commissioner
– The Pennsylvania Workers’ Compensation Appeal Board

Pennsylvania Acts:
June 2, 1915…

• Act 338: Workmen’s Compensation Act, effective January 2, 
1916;

• Act 339: Bureau of Workmen’s Compensation, effective 
immediately;

• Act 340: Workmen’s Insurance Fund, effective July 1, 1915;

• Act 341: Regulation of Liability Insurance, effective 
immediately;

• Act 342: Allowing mutual insurance associations;

• Act 343: Amendment to Act 338, exempting domestic 
servants and agricultural workers.

1915‐1972
Workmen’s Compensation Board
maintained oversight & fact finding 

authority over the entire 
workmen’s compensation system.
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1915
Workmen’s Compensation Board

3 Commissioners + Board Secretary

Harry A. Mackey, Chairman (Philadelphia)
James W. Leech (Ebensburg)

John A. Scott (Indiana)

1972

1972

Gov. Milton Shapp
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WORKMEN’S 
COMPENSATION BOARD

In 1972 REFEREES       Finders of Fact

In 1996,
Act 57, REFEREES        Workers Comp Judges
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WCJ Reasoned Decision – 25 pages

Replete with 68 Findings of Fact…

Fifteen (15) Conclusions of Law
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ORDER

Twenty day (20) 
appeal period from 
date of WCJ Order to 
W.C.A.B.

Appeals & all filing online      WCAIS

Upload:    Findings of Fact

Upload:   Errors of Law
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Commissioners of The Workers’ 
Compensation Appeal Board

Alfonso Frioni, Jr., Esq., Chairman  & Commissioner
Sandra D. Crawford, Esq., Commissioner

Thomas P. Cummings, Jr., Esq., Commissioner
Robert A. Krebs, Esq., Commissioner
William I. Gabig, Esq., Commissioner

Susan M. McDermott, Esq., Commissioner
David H. Wilderman, Esq., Commissioner
James A. Zurick, Esq., Commissioner

William L. Trusky, Jr., Secretary

Supersedeas Request
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Supersedeas:

• The Standard:

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission v. 
Process Gas Consumers Group, 467 A.2d
805 (Pa. 1983).

Once the Appeal is filed 
and Acknowledged the 
case is scheduled for 

hearing.

WCAB SCHEDULE OF HEARINGS:
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Hearing Locations:

• Philadelphia 

• Pittsburgh 

• Scranton  

• Harrisburg 

• Johnstown 

• Erie

NOTICE OF HEARING

NEW: WCAB  Dashboard
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• WCAB briefs to be submitted in 
accordance with Rule 111.16.

NEW BRIEF SUBMISSION PROCESS

Oral Argument‐ a missed 
opportunity!
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Decide the case!

Standard of Review same as 
Commonwealth Court: 

“Substantial, competent evidence and 
errors of law…”
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Circulation of Opinions:
A Majority of the Board (5) must Approve

WCAB Administrative Meetings
Philadelphia & Pittsburgh

• Administrative issues

• Rehearing Petitions

• Disagreements on circulated decisions

• New case law affecting current cases
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Appeal from W.C.A.B. to
Pennsylvania  Commonwealth Court

Pennsylvania Supreme Court

Petitions before the Board:

• Re‐hearing

• Guardianship

• Disfigurement


