Congratulations,
Parents!

You have chosen an early childhood pro-
grum [or your child that is accredited by
the MNational Association for the Edua-
cation of Young Children. NAEYC ad-
ministers the largest and most widely
recoginized npational, voluntary, profes-
sionally sponsored accercditation sysrem
for all types of carly childhood schools
and child care centers. NAEYC is the
nation's largest organization of eardy child-
hood cducators,

What is accreditation?

Eariy childhood programs acoredited by
the MNational Academy of Early Childhoodd
Programs—MNAEYC's acereditation depart-
ment—have voluntarily undergone a com-
prehensive process of Internal self-soudy,
invited external professional review (o
verify compliance with the Criteria for
High-Cuality Early Childhood Programs,
and been found to be in substangial com-
pliance with the Criteria. A copy of the
Criteria can be obtained from NAEYC's
Academy,

What is a high-quality early
childhood program?
A high-quality early childhood program
provides a safe and nurturing environment
while promoting the physical, social,
emotional, and intellectual development of
young children.
In accredited programs, you will see
* frequent, positive, warm interactions
among adults and children
* phinned: learning acuvites appropriale o
children’s age and development, such as
block building, painting, reading stories,
dress-up, and active outdoor play
v specially eralned teachers

« enough adults to respond to individual
Children

« many varied age-appropriate materitls

* ahealthy and safe environment for children

* nuiritious mesls and/or snacks

« regular communication with parents who
are welcome visitors at all times

* cifective adminiscration
« ongoing, systematic evaluation

To obtain a Hst of accredited progeams, contaot
NAEYC Accreditation
1509 16th Strect, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036-1426
202-232-8777 or BOO-424-2460, ext. 333

Accreditation is valid until the date indicaied on
the accreditation cermificate. Wrinten complaints
about accredited progrmms should be sent (o the
acereditation depantment of NAEYC,
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