
OFFICE OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

For more information about services, 
please email bbvs@pa.gov or contact the 
BBVS district office nearest to you.  
Alternate formats of this brochure are 
available upon request. 
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ALTOONA BBVS
1130 12th Avenue - Suite 300

Altoona, PA 16601
814-946-7330 Voice • 866-695-7673 Voice 

814-949-7956 TTY • 866-320-7956 TTY

Counties Served

Bedford Columbia Montour

Blair Fulton Northumberland

Cambria Huntingdon Snyder

Centre Juniata Somerset

Clinton Lycoming Union

Mifflin

ERIE BBVS
4200 Lovell Place

Erie, PA 16503
814-871-4401 Voice • 866-521-5073 Voice 

814-871-4599 TTY • 888-884-5513 TTY

Counties Served

Cameron Erie McKean

Clarion Forest Mercer

Clearfield Jefferson Potter

Crawford Lawrence Venango

Elk Warren

HARRISBURG BBVS
Forum Place

555 Walnut Street - 8th Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17101

717-787-7500 Voice • 866-375-8264 Voice 
717-787-1733 TTY • 888-575-9420 TTY

Counties Served

Adams Franklin Lebanon

Cumberland Lancaster Perry

Dauphin York

PHILADELPHIA BBVS
444 North 3rd St. - 5th Floor

Philadelphia, PA 19123
215-560-5700 Voice • 866-631-3892 Voice 

215-560-5725 TTY • 888-870-4473 TTY

Counties Served

Bucks Delaware Montgomery

Chester Philadelphia

PITTSBURGH BBVS
531 Penn Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15222
412-565-5240 Voice • 866-412-4072 Voice 

412-565-3678 TTY • 877-255-5082 TTY

Counties Served

Allegheny Butler Indiana

Armstrong Fayette Washington

Beaver Greene Westmoreland

WILKES-BARRE BBVS
300 G Laird St.

Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702
570-826-2361 Voice • 866-227-4163 Voice 

570-826-2023 TTY • 888-651-6117 TTY

Counties Served

Berks Luzerne Sullivan

Bradford Monroe Susquehanna

Carbon Tioga Northampton

Lackawanna Pike Wayne

Lehigh Schuylkill Wyoming

CENTRAL OFFICE
1521 N. Sixth St.

Harrisburg, PA 17102
717-787-3201 • 800-622-2842 

866-830-7327 TTY

Summer Academy
for Students  

who are Blind or 
Visually Impaired

Enhancing Independence 
Skills for Students

Transitioning to 
Post-Secondary Education



What is the  
Summer Academy?

The Summer Academy is a three week 
program for Pennsylvania students 
who are blind or visually impaired and 
preparing for post-secondary education 
leading to competitive employment. The 
program is offered by the Department of 
Labor & Industry’s Office of Vocational 
Rehabilitation, Bureau of Blindness and 
Visual Services, in partnership with 
the Department of Education, Bureau 
of Special Education’s Pennsylvania 
Training and Technical Assistance Network 
(PaTTAN) and The Pennsylvania State 
University (PSU). It is held at PSU’s 
main campus during the summer and 
is sponsored by two colleges within the 
university, The College of 
Education and The College 
of Health and Human 
Development. The 
program is available 
at no cost to eligible 
students enrolled in 9th 
through 12th grades in 
Pennsylvania.

Summer Academy for Students who are 
Blind or Visually Impaired has received 
national recognition as an emerging best 
practice in transition services by the US 
Department of Education’s Rehabilitation 
Services Administration.

Student participants live with a roommate 
in a dormitory on PSU’s main campus, 
eat in a campus dining hall, utilize 
college resources and attend college 
classes. BBVS, PaTTAN, and PSU 
provide professional instruction and 
classes in the following skill areas:

	 •	 Assistive Technology 		
		  classes to develop and 		
		  strengthen computer access 	
		  and mobile technology skills
	 •	 Orientation and Mobility  
		  instruction to enhance necessary 	
		  independent travel skills
	 •	 Vocational Counseling and 
		  Career Exploration services to  
		  help define students’ vocational  
		  direction and provide  
		  opportunities for students to  
		  interact with successfully  
		  employed people who are blind 
		  or visually impaired
	 •	 Social Work services to enhance 
		  students’ social skills and  
		  provide emotional support
	 •	 Vision Rehabilitation Therapy 
		  to develop and enhance  
		  independent living skills
	 •	 Development of self-advocacy skills
	 •	 Development of leadership and 
		  team-building skills
		  Low Vision Rehabilitation addresses 	
		  the functional vision of individuals 		
		  with low vision

Successful college students are hired 
as Resident Assistants (RAs) to live 
and attend classes with the program 
participants and serve as mentors. 
These Resident Assistants ensure the 

safety of the students 
and assist with 

the classroom 
instruction. 

Prior to the 
start of the 
Summer 
Academy, 
the RAs 
participate 
in a four 
day training 
program 

to develop 
strategies 

to enhance 
the educational 

experience for 
participants who are blind or 

visually impaired.

The Summer Academy leverages 
resources from the Department of 
Labor & Industry and the Department 
of Education to assist residents 
of Pennsylvania in achieving their 
educational, independent living and 
employment goals.

For more information on attending the 
Summer Academy please visit:
http://sites.psu.edu/summeracademy

For more information on applying to work 
at the Summer Academy please visit:
http://sites.psu.edu/summeracademystaff/


